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burns annually from open fires or un-
safe cookstoves. The Global Burden of 
Disease Study of 2010 doubled the mor-
tality estimates for exposure to smoke 
from cookstoves, referred to as ‘‘house-
hold air pollution,’’ from 2 million to 4 
million deaths annually. That is more 
than the deaths from malaria, tuber-
culosis, and HIV/AIDS combined. This 
same study ranks household air pollu-
tion as the fourth worst overall health 
risk factor in the world and is the sec-
ond worst health risk factor in the 
world for women and girls. 

Traditional cookstoves also create 
serious environmental problems. Re-
cent studies show that the emissions of 
black carbon or common soot from 
these cookstoves significantly con-
tribute to regional air pollution and 
climate change. In fact, black carbon 
emissions from residential cookstoves 
in developing countries are responsible 
for as much as 25 percent of black car-
bon emissions. Moreover, each family 
can require up to two tons of cooking 
fuel, and where the demand for fuel 
outstrips the natural regrowth of re-
sources, local environmental degrada-
tion and loss of biodiversity can result. 

The collection of this fuel is also a 
burden that is shouldered dispropor-
tionately by women and children. In 
some areas, women and girls risk rape 
and other violence during the up to 20 
hours per week they spend away from 
their families gathering fuel. This 
often means these women and girls 
have far less time to pursue an edu-
cation, to generate income or to par-
ticipate in other community activities, 
and this marginalizes their role in soci-
ety. A new report by McKinsey Global 
Institute estimates that the world 
economy could increase by between $12 
trillion and $28 trillion over 10 years if 
the participation of women was to 
equal that of men. 

Replacing these cookstoves with 
modern alternatives would help reverse 
these alarming health, environmental, 
and economic trends, and it would be 
relatively inexpensive. In fact, there 
are stoves that are coming on the mar-
ket that cost as little as $20 that are 50 
percent more efficient than the tradi-
tional cooking methods. It could also 
be done quickly. It is what scientists 
call the low-hanging fruit of environ-
mental and health fixes. 

In 2010, the Global Alliance for Clean 
Cookstoves was formed to help support 
the adoption of clean cookstoves in 100 
million households in the developing 
world by the year 2020. Recognizing the 
serious health and environmental 
issues posed by traditional cookstoves, 
the Alliance aims to save lives, im-
prove livelihoods, empower women, and 
combat pollution by creating a thriv-
ing global market for clean and effi-
cient household cooking stoves. Alli-
ance partners are working together to 
help overcome the market barriers 
that currently impede the production, 
development, and distribution of clean 
cookstoves in developing countries. 

During the first 5 years of the Alli-
ance, the U.S. Government played a 

key role in supporting this important 
endeavor, including through financial 
assistance that surpassed the original 
funding commitments. Led by the De-
partment of State, 11 Federal agencies 
have invested more than $114 million in 
clean cookstoves and fuel initiatives to 
date. For the next 5 years of the Alli-
ance, our government has announced 
anticipated commitments of another 
$175 million. 

To date, our government has focused 
its efforts on applied research and de-
velopment, diplomatic engagement to 
encourage a market for clean cook-
stoves and to improve access to them, 
international development projects to 
support clean cookstove businesses en-
gaging women entrepreneurs, and sup-
porting the adoption of clean and effi-
cient cooking solutions by providing 
some financial assistance. 

The legislation Senator DURBIN and I 
are introducing today strengthens 
these important commitments by re-
quiring the Secretary of State—in con-
sultation with the relevant Federal 
agencies and in coordination with 
international NGOs and private and 
other government entities—to advance 
the goals and work of the Alliance. In 
addition, the bill would formally au-
thorize the funding commitments al-
ready made by our government for the 
next 5 years, through the year 2020, to 
ensure that these important pledges to-
ward preventing unnecessary illness 
and reducing pollution around the 
globe are met. 

By supporting the work of the Alli-
ance and the commitment of the U.S. 
Government to replace traditional 
cookstoves with modern versions that 
emit far less soot, this bill aims to ben-
efit directly some of the world’s poor-
est people and to reduce the harmful 
pollution that affects all of us. It offers 
a way for us to address the second larg-
est contributor to climate change in a 
way that is inexpensive, not burden-
some to the people of our country, and 
that will benefit poor people living in 
developing nations. 

There is lots of disagreement on 
many proposals that have been ad-
vanced to address climate change, but 
this is one that should unite all of us. 
It will help to improve the health of 
women and children, in particular, who 
bear the burden of working over these 
dirty cookstoves in developing coun-
tries, and it will reduce carbon soot in 
our atmosphere—the second biggest 
contributor to greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It will do so without requiring 
those of us in our country to change 
our ways. 

I urge my colleagues to join Senator 
DURBIN and me in supporting the Clean 
Cookstoves and Fuels Support Act. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 292—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE AVAIL-
ABILITY OF HIGH-QUALITY 
CHILDCARE FOR WORKING PAR-
ENTS SHOULD BE INCREASED 

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. UDALL, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions: 

S. RES. 292 

Whereas working parents depend on high- 
quality childcare so they can work and sup-
port their families; 

Whereas over 60 percent of children under 
5, and 1⁄2 of grade school-aged children, are in 
a regular childcare arrangement; 

Whereas United States businesses lose 
$3,000,000,000 annually due to employee ab-
senteeism resulting from child care chal-
lenges, which weakens the stable and reli-
able childcare system that is essential for 
the economy; 

Whereas childcare is difficult to find for 
millions of families, particularly the nearly 
9,000,000 parents who work non-standard 
hours, because only 8 percent of childcare 
centers provide evening or weekend care; 

Whereas most middle-class families strug-
gle to afford high-quality childcare; 

Whereas the median annual aggregate cost 
of full-time care for an infant and a 4-year- 
old in a childcare center is nearly $16,000; 

Whereas the average annual cost of center- 
based childcare for an infant is over 1⁄2 of the 
income of a family of 3 living at the poverty 
level in 21 States; 

Whereas high-quality childcare and early 
education, especially for disadvantaged chil-
dren, helps children thrive in school and be-
yond by— 

(1) decreasing special education placement 
and reducing grade retention; 

(2) decreasing child abuse and neglect and 
juvenile arrests; 

(3) increasing high school graduation and 
college attendance; and 

(4) increasing employment; 
Whereas the eligibility requirements to re-

ceive assistance under the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. 9858 et seq.) (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘‘CCDBG’’), the primary source 
of Federal funding support for childcare, ex-
clude most United States children from Fed-
eral childcare assistance; 

Whereas the CCDBG serves only a fraction 
of families eligible for Federal support, with 
only 17 percent of eligible children receiving 
Federal childcare assistance, the lowest per-
centage since 1997; 

Whereas these issues affect all families, 
but disproportionately affect women be-
cause— 

(1) over 95 percent of the formal childcare 
workforce is comprised of women; and 

(2) women do most of the unpaid childcare 
work in families; 

Whereas increased pay for workers in the 
childcare industry improves the quality of 
childcare for young children; 
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Whereas to recruit and retain a qualified 

childcare workforce for young children, 
childcare staff for young children should be 
paid as much as K–12 staff with equivalent 
education and experience; 

Whereas a full-time living wage of at least 
$15 per hour is needed for childcare workers 
to meet the essential needs of their families, 
but the average childcare center worker 
earns $10.60 per hour and has experienced no 
increase in real earnings since 1997; 

Whereas high-quality childcare that works 
for everyone is essential for a strong econ-
omy and future; 

Whereas each working family needs, in 
order to support its well-being— 

(1) universal preschool; 

(2) child nutrition programs that promote 
health and wellness; 

(3) a fair work schedule; 

(4) a living wage; 

(5) paid family and medical leave; 

(6) paid sick days; and 

(7) credit in the Social Security system for 
time spent caregiving; and 

Whereas when families are guaranteed 
high-quality, flexible, available, and afford-
able childcare— 

(1) business productivity improves; 

(2) parents have a greater likelihood of 
finding and keeping employment; and 

(3) children do better in school and in life: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports ef-
forts— 

(1) to provide childcare assistance to each 
working family that needs childcare assist-
ance, including— 

(A) middle-class families that struggle to 
afford the costs of high-quality childcare; 
and 

(B) underpaid families that are often left 
behind; 

(2) to make childcare affordable— 
(A) such that no working family must pay 

more than 10 percent of its income for 
childcare; and 

(B) by providing additional help to families 
most in need; 

(3) to ensure that childcare is available so 
that parents in the 24-hour economy can ac-
cess high-quality care— 

(A) when and where the parents need it 
(during weekends, nights, and as their job 
schedules change); and 

(B) with options across school, center, and 
home settings; 

(4) to guarantee that each family eligible 
for childcare receives childcare by creating a 
system that expands with need; 

(5) to improve the quality of childcare by— 
(A) guaranteeing childcare workers a liv-

ing wage and wage parity with K–12 staff 
with equivalent education and experience; 

(B) improving training opportunities; and 
(C) giving workers a voice on the job to ad-

vocate for higher workplace standards and 
standards of care for the children the work-
ers serve; and 

(6) to provide sufficient Federal, State, and 
local investment to ensure resources for 
high-quality jobs and affordable childcare. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 293—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH, 
COMMENDING DOMESTIC VIO-
LENCE VICTIM ADVOCATES, DO-
MESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIM SERV-
ICE PROVIDERS, CRISIS HOTLINE 
STAFF, AND FIRST RESPONDERS 
SERVING VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE FOR THEIR COMPAS-
SIONATE SUPPORT OF VICTIMS 
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, AND 
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT CONGRESS 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
EFFORTS TO END DOMESTIC VIO-
LENCE AND HOLD PERPETRA-
TORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
ACCOUNTABLE 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 

LEAHY, Ms. AYOTTE, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 293 
Whereas domestic violence victim advo-

cates, domestic violence service providers, 
domestic violence first responders, and other 
individuals in the United States observe the 
month of October, 2015, as ‘‘National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month’’ in order to 
increase awareness in the United States 
about the issue of domestic violence; 

Whereas it is estimated that each year up 
to 9,000,000 individuals in the United States 
are victims of intimate partner violence, in-
cluding— 

(1) physical violence; 
(2) rape; or 
(3) stalking; 
Whereas more than 1 in 5 women in the 

United States and more than 1 in 7 men in 
the United States have experienced severe 
physical violence by an intimate partner; 

Whereas domestic violence affects women, 
men, and children of every age and back-
ground, but women— 

(1) experience more domestic violence than 
men; and 

(2) are significantly more likely than men 
to be injured during an assault by an inti-
mate partner; 

Whereas women aged 18 to 34 typically ex-
perience the highest rates of intimate part-
ner violence, according to the Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics; 

Whereas most female victims of intimate 
partner violence have been victimized by the 
same offender previously; 

Whereas domestic violence is cited as a 
significant factor in homelessness among 
families; 

Whereas research shows that households in 
which children are abused or neglected are 
likely to have a higher rate of intimate part-
ner violence; 

Whereas millions of children are exposed 
to domestic violence each year; 

Whereas victims of domestic violence expe-
rience immediate and long-term negative 
outcomes, including detrimental effects on 
mental and physical health; 

Whereas crisis hotlines serving domestic 
violence operate 24 hours per day, 365 days 
per year, and offer important— 

(1) crisis intervention; 
(2) support; 
(3) information; and 
(4) referrals for victims; 
Whereas staff and volunteers of domestic 

violence shelters and programs in the United 
States, in cooperation with 56 State and ter-
ritorial coalitions against domestic violence, 
serve— 

(1) thousands of adults and children each 
day; and 

(2) at least 1,000,000 adults and children 
each year; 

Whereas law enforcement officers in the 
United States put their lives at risk each 
day by responding to incidents of domestic 
violence, which can be among the most vola-
tile and deadly disturbance calls; 

Whereas Congress first demonstrated a sig-
nificant commitment to supporting victims 
of domestic violence through the landmark 
enactment of the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et 
seq.); 

Whereas Congress has remained committed 
to protecting survivors of all forms of domes-
tic violence and sexual abuse by making 
Federal funding available to support the ac-
tivities that are authorized under— 

(1) the Family Violence Prevention and 
Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et seq.); and 

(2) the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 
(42 U.S.C. 13925 et seq.); 

Whereas there is a need to continue to sup-
port programs and activities aimed at do-
mestic violence intervention and domestic 
violence prevention in the United States; 
and 

Whereas individuals and organizations that 
are dedicated to preventing and ending do-
mestic violence should be recognized: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate supports the goals and ideals 

of ‘‘National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month’’; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that Con-
gress should— 

(A) continue to raise awareness of domes-
tic violence in the United States and the cor-
responding devastating effects of domestic 
violence on survivors, families, and commu-
nities; and 

(B) pledge continued support for programs 
designed— 

(i) to assist survivors; 
(ii) to hold perpetrators accountable; and 
(iii) to bring an end to domestic violence. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 294—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 26, 2015, AS 
DAY OF THE DEPLOYED 
Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. 

TESTER, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. HEITKAMP, 
and Mr. PETERS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 294 
Whereas more than 2,000,000 individuals 

serve as members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States; 

Whereas several hundred thousand mem-
bers of the Armed Forces rotate each year 
through deployments to 150 countries in 
every region of the world; 

Whereas more than 2,700,000 members of 
the Armed Forces have deployed to the area 
of operations of the United States Central 
Command since the September 11, 2001 ter-
rorist attacks; 

Whereas the United States is kept strong 
and free by the loyal military personnel from 
the total force (the regular components, the 
National Guard, and the Reserves), who pro-
tect the precious heritage of the United 
States through their declarations and ac-
tions; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces 
serving at home and abroad have coura-
geously answered the call to duty to defend 
the ideals of the United States and to pre-
serve peace and freedom around the world; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces per-
sonify the virtues of patriotism, service, 
duty, courage, and sacrifice; 
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